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NaTIOKAI.  LlTKUHOOD  AjMOCXATlOV 


AMERICA'S  RESPONSE 

to 

^'Prohibiting  Poverty" 


A  selection  of  eommemU  from  repre- 
sentative persons  im  all  walks  of  life. 


THE  NATIONAL  LIVELIHOOD  PLAN 

And  how  it  assures 

FREEDOM   and  SECURITY 
to  young  and  old. 


THE  NATIONAL  LIVELIHOOD  ASSOCIATION 

,  WiNTEK   PaRK^  F1.OIUDA 


PREFACE 


The  author  of  '^PrcMbftins  Poverty^  has  for  some  time  been 
receiving  .enquiries  almost  daily^  concerning  the  response  of  the 
American  people  to  her  plan  for  social  reeonstmcUon  and  aslriwig;, 
forthermore,  how  a  moiroment  to  promote  this  plan  can  be 
aognrated  and  pushed. 

To  the  latter  qnestion  the  antfaor  has  up  to  the  present  been 

aMe  only  to  reiterate  her  statement  that  the  only  means  at  the 
moment  available  to  promote  Interest  in  the  National  Livelihood 
Plan  is  to  sfnread  the  knowledfe  of  it  Uiroui^  an  extended  readupg 
of  the  book. 

As  to  the  first  question,  our  Association  wishes  to  assure  en- 
quirers that  the  response  made  by  the  American  people  to  "Pro- 
hibiting Poverty^  a  quiet,  little  bocrik,  written  by  an  unknown 
elderly  woman,  living  in  a  remote  region  and  printed  at  first 
privately — has  been  amasing.  The  number  of  its  adherents  can- 
not of  course  compare  witb  the  thomaods  who  Imi^n^  reqpond 
to  any  scheme  which  promises  immediate  cash  payments,  but  in, 
character,  intelligence,  variety  of  expression,  and  glowing  warmth 
of  feeling,  the  respcmse  of  the  American  people  to  "Prohibiting 
Poverty^  has  bera  almost  overwfadmlng. 

The  Association  has  therefore  determined  to  assemble  a  por- 
tion of  these  replies,  as  sampks  in  the  hope  that  the  friends  of 
a  plan  which  promises  so  much  future  felicity  to  manldnd,  will 

find  the  story  interesting  and  that  their  zeal  for  promoting  the 
plan  will  be  sustained. 

Th£  Natioi^ AjL  Livelihood  Associatiox 


PREFACE 


The  author  of  "Prohibiting  Poverty"  has  for  some  time  been 
receiving  .enquiries  almost  daily,  concerning  the  respmse  of  the 
American  people  to  her  plan  for  social  reconstmctkm  and  asHngj 

furthermore,  how  a  movement  to  promote  this  plan  can  be  In- 
augurated and  pushed. 

To  the  latter  qoesticm  the  author  has  up  to  the  present  been 
able  only  to  reiterate  her  statement  that  the  only  means  at  the 
UM^Mnt  available  to  promote  interest  in  the  National  livelihood 
nan  is  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  it  throni^  an  extended  mdfaig 

of  the  book. 

As  to  the  first  quesUra,  our  Association  wishes  to  assure  en- 
quirers ttiat  the  r«pmise  made  by  the  American  people  to  ''Pro- 
hibiting Poverty"  a  quiet,  little  book,  written  by  an  unknown 
elderly  wmnan,  living  in  a  remote  r^^n  and  printed  at  first 
privately— has  been  amaaing.  Tiie  number  of  its  adhmnts  can- 
not of  course  compare  with  the  thousands  who  hungrily  respond 
to  any  scheme  which  promises  inmoiediate  cash  payments,  but  in, 
character,  intdl^ceneey  variety  of  esqiresBicm,  and  lowing  warmth 
of  feding,  the  response  of  the  Amerfean  people  to  ^'PnMbiting 
Poverty"  has  been  almost  overwhelming. 

The  Association  has  therefore  detmnined  to  assooUe  a  pfi»* 

tlon  of  these  replies,  as  samples  in  the  hope  that  the  friends  of 
a  plan  which  promises  so  much  future  felicity  to  mankind,  will 
find  the  story  interesting  and  that  their  seal  for  promotteg  the 
plan  wiU  be  sustained. 

Tbs  Naiiokax.  Livbuhood  AsSOCtAlBOV 
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THE  NATIONAL  LIVELIHOOD  PLAN 

The  N.  L.  to  be  regarded  as  an  extension  and  continuation 
of  our  PnWic  School  System,  proposes  to  carry  the  Youth  of 
the  nation  from  the  school  on  into  industry.  As  the  school  en- 
ables  them  to  conquer  ignorance  so  a  new  national  industrial 
taistitntkm  (the  Commons)  will  enaUe  them  to  conquer  poverty— 
not  only  their  own  hut  the  nati<m*s. 

It  will  provide  for  every  youth,  upon  their  leaving  school,  a 
good,  useful,  solid,  steady  job.  By  co-ordhiating  their  labors 
and  by  a  universal  distribution  of  the  product,  a  method  is  pro- 
vided for  obtiOttfaig  a  perraaiient  seenrity  of  basic  Uvelihood  for 

the  entire  people. 

Education 

ALL  of  the  nation's  YOUNG  PEOPLE  would  be  giv^n  a 
plain  but  thorough  education  up  to  their  18th  year,  an  education 
uniform  in  all  states  throughout  the  union.  It  would  extend  as 
far  into  High  School  subjects  as  individual  capacities  would 
permit  and  would  faidude,  faivariably,  a  proficiency  fai  one  or 
more  useful,  productive  trades. 

Work 

AT  EIGHTEEN,  the  Young  People  would  leave  sdiool  and 
would  enter  immediately,  as  a  continuation  of  their  public  school 
education,  into  the  service  of  their  country— becoming  members 
of  a  national,  industrial  organization  (the  Commons)  where  they 
would  coUectively  produce  and  distribute  (without  buying  or 
gelling  or  Uie  we  of  money)  for  themselves  and  also  for  the  entire 
populaUon  a  simple  bat  suffident  Uvelibood  in  prime  necessaries. 
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FREEDOM  AND  SECURITY 


AT  TWENTY-SIX,  their  service  comfrfeted,  they  would  de- 
mobilize and  disperse  to  their  homes,  their  places  in  the  ranks 
being  taken  by  fresh  relays  of  new  recruits  coming  up  annually 
from  tiie  schools.  Thus  there  would  be  kept  pooiftDg  out  iq^  the 
people  a  continuous  stream  of  necessary  things  and  servfees  con- 
stituting a  decent  livelihood,  as  that  is  understood  in  our  time 
and  in  our  country. 

The  young  Graduates  (Veterans)  still  young,  at  twenty-six, 
become  by  their  own  efforts  free  and  independent  would  now 
pass  on  into  gmeral  society,  a  society  ctmstituted  (ese^t  for  its 
basic  security  of  livelihood  and  absence  of  poverty)  precisely 
like  ours  of  today — namely,  capitalistic,  competitive,  profit-seek- 
ing. A  world  of  opportunity  is  open  to  them  and  they  are  free 
to  follow  any  calling  they  dioose  in  pursuit  of  wealtii,  fame, 
power,  art,  adventure,  ease,  sport,  education,  culture — as  they 
please,  because  their  basic  subsistence  to  be  furnished  them  for 
life  by  the  labors  of  their  successors  in  the  C<HBmons,  will  be 
secure. 

Poverty  and  the  fear  of  poverty  will  no  longer  exist.  Tlie 
necessary  basfo  of  tnie  free^mi— Economic  Security— will  have 
been  won. 
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"PROHIBITING  POVEETY" 


has  brought  to  iU  author,  u^UoUdted,  praise  from 
educators^  preachers,  editors,  lawyers,  doctors, 
engineers,  artists,  hankers,  business  men,  teach- 
ers, students,  leading  women,  lecturers,  writers, 
scientists,  government  officids  and  '"just  plain 
people/* 
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EDUCATORS 


JAMES  HARVEY  ROBINSON,  Columbia  University,  author 
of  **Mind  In  the  Making;"— "I  have  been  greatly  interested  in 
this  book  and  have  not  only  thought  a  good  deal  about  the  plan 
but  have  submitted  it  to  various  intelligent  friends. 

The  idea  of  shifting  boys  and  girls  after  a  period  of  schooling 
into  the  world  of  practical  endeavor  appeals  greatly  to  me.— 
After  a  period  of  actual  participation  in  the  world's  work, 
those  so  disposed  might  return  zestfully  to  fruitful  study  with 
an  enthusiasm  and  suooess  rare  enoi^  in  <mr  otdleges  today. 

Our  educational  system  seems  awry — as  we  all  recognise.  We 
need  more  constructive  dreams.  We  ought  to  have  brave  projects 
to  consider  and  invito  ourselves  to  imagine  the  process  of  realiza- 
tion. Bonaparte  as  a  youth  used  to  cmudder  what  he  wished  to 
become,  and  he  said  that  this  helped  liim  to  determine  his  first 
step  toward  its  achievement." 

DR.  CHARLES  WILLIAM  DABNEY,  ex-president  of  the 
University  of  Cincinnati :  "I  am  thrilled  with  this  book.  It  is  filled 
with  powerful  aj^^umait  and  brilliant  su^sestion.  It  is  great, 
it  is  inspiredl  If  only  we  could  see  our  way  to  carry  oat  this 
plan." 

F.  E.  SEARLB,  Superintendent  Henry  Ford  Schools,  Dear- 
born, Mich.:  "I  read  your  book  with  an  ever-increasing  intoiest 
and  appreciation.  Your  plan  is  bold.  I  believe  it  strikes  at  the 
very  root  of  our  social  maladjustment.  Once  in  operation  it 
should  become  self-perpetuating  with  little  likdlhood  of  poUtieal 
interference." 

LEWIS  SAYRE  BURCHARD,  Professor  emeritus  of  New 

York  City  College:  "Most  reformers  are  a  dour  lot  but  Mrs. 
Martin  writes  with  flashing  wit  and  conquering  humor.  A  wise, 
gay  pr<q[Kment  of  a  practical,  social  solution,  she  is  a  revelation 
of  good  cheer.  One  may  not  agree  witii  her  but  one  can  but 
admire  the  gay  and  gallant  elan  of  her  attack  and  the  serenity 
with  which  she  sums  up  a  woman's  opinion  of  the  supermen  of 
high  finance." 
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PROFESSOR  H.  A.  OVERSTREET,  New  York  City  CoUcgc: 
"A  remarkable  little  volume  ...  a  very  imosual  contribution 
to  our  world  situation.  I  have  always  believed  in  her  principle 
of  social  obligation  to  supply  indispensables  and  in  William 
James'  idea  of  conscripting  youtli  for  public  service.  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin's combining  of  these  two  ideas  is  dramatic  and  convincing." 

PROFESSOR  WILLIAM  PEPPERELL  MONTAGUE,  Co- 
lumbia University:  ""A  brilliant  boolc,  of  great  value  as  a  contri- 
bution to  social  philosophy.  I  shall  certainly  recommend  it  to 
my  students." 

PROFESSOR  R.  S.  EVE,  McGill  University,  Montreal:  **I 
sympathize  with  this  plan  because  it  recognizes  the  importance 
of  giving  to  our  yoong  people  Work,  Responsibility  and  pp- 
portnnity.'' 

PROFESSOR  VIDA  D.  SCUDDER,  Wellesley  College:  "A 
yonng  dengrman  Udd  me  that  this  raaoutrkaUe,  original  and 
brilliant  book  had  solved  the  social  problem  for  him  and  now 
that  I  have  read  it  I  endorse  all  those  adjectives.  Not  that  I 
approve  of  private  property,  but  you  have  found  an  extraordi- 
narily ingenius  method  of  traasitien.'* 

PRESIDENT  T.  W.  McQUARRIE,  State  Teacher's  College, 
San  Jose,  Calif.:  think  I  have  spoken  to  as  many  as  forty 
teachers*  institutes,  university  dubs  and  the  like.  The  more  I 
talk  about  the  N.  L.  P.  the  more  certain  I  feel  that  it  will  be  a 
part  of  our  final  solution.  I  believe  that  it  is  the  only  plan  which 
offers  success." 
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PREACHERS 

DR.  CHAS.,P.  FAGNANI,  Union  Theologkal  Seminary,  New 
York:  *'I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  has  solved  the  problem  of 

the  ages.  Its  author  deserves  to  be  numbered  among  the  bene- 
factors of  humanity  of  all  time.  The  assigning  of  necessities  to 
sodalism  and  luxuries  to  capitalism  is  a  transcendant  stroke  of 
genius.  The  book  subverts  nothing.  It  antagonises  no  one  and 
yet  it  makes  possible  the  emancipation  of  the  human  race.** 

RABBI  JOSEPH  LEISER,  ("Brother  Joe"),  Augusta,  Geor- 
gia: "'Prohibiting  Poverty',  contains  a  wonderful  suggestion.  It 
is  staggering  to  tiiink  tiiat  no  <»ie  has  thought  of  it  before— that 
of  dividing  economy  into  two  divisions,  functional  and  acqoiritlve. 
.  .  .  The  more  I  visualize  it,  the  saner  to  me  becomes  the  scheme. 
It  is  really  a  new  gospel  ...  It  is  marvelous." 

JOHN  HAYNES  HOLMES,  Community  Church,  New  York. 
(Letter  to  a  friend.)  ''I  agree  with  yon,  this  is  a  wonderful  book. 
I  read  it  as  I  traveled  back  and  forth  on  the  subway  and  I  became 
greatly  excited,  Mrs.  Martin's  plan  is  that  wonderful  thing — 
a  new  Idea  in  the  field)  of  econonucs." 

REV.  A.  D.  BALL,  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Engle- 
wood,  N.  J.:  "This  is  the  first  plan  that  seems  to  me  to  fit  our 
America.  It  should  be  gotten  to  every  Methodist  minister  in  the 
U.  S.  They  are  a  militant  group  and  would  become  evangeliste 
for  it   How  can  we  get  16,000  copies  to  them?" 

REV.  E.  H.  EBY:  "The  fellow  clergyman  who  loaned  me  the 
book  is,  like  myself,  a  poor  man.  All  we  have  to  give  is  our 
lives.  We  would  sacrifice  those  freely  in  this  cause.** 

(A  CHRISTIAN  SCIENTIST) :  "This  plan  would  help  remove 
fear,  slckitiess  and  crime. "  It  would  give  opportunity  for  the  use  of 
talents  which  now  find  no  time  for  expression.  It  seems  to  me 
nothing  short  of  a  revelation." 

REV.  WALTER  AVERILL,  All  Saints  Vicarage,  Ponsonby, 
Auchland,  W.  L,  New  Zealand:  "I  think  that  the  full  advantage  of 
the  machine  age  will  not  come  until  we  have  revolutionised  our 
ideas  on  work  on  some  sudi  lines  as  those  indicated  in  'Prohibit- 
ing Poverty.'." 
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EDITORS 


WILLIS  J.  ABBOT,  editor  of  the  "Christian  Science  Monitor," 
"I  would  like  to  see  this  plan  considered  intelligently  and  re- 
spectfully.  Frankly,  I  can  see  no  fault  in  it." 

MORRILL  GODDARD,  editor  "New  York  American":  « 'Pro- 
hibiting Poverty',  is  not  only  briUiant  and  witty,  but  it  contains 
also  a  very  solemn  mass  of  truth." 

DR.  L.  P.  JACKS,  president  of  Manchester  College,  Oxford, 
England,  editor  of  fte  "Hibbert  Journal";  "  'Prohibiting  Poverty' 
presents  a  fascinating  idea.  I  have  read  it  with  the  interest  due 
to  a  piece  of  creative  thinking.'** 

R.  SHAW,  "Review  of  Revtews":  "'Prohibiting  Poverty'  is 

a  remarkable  contribution  to  economic  planning.*' 

LINCOLN  STEFFBNS:  "Your  book  should  go  to  Russia, 
ndiere  some  day  it  will  sprout.'* 

The  late  EDWIN  E.  SLOSSON,  editor  "Science  Servtee":  "It 
is  better  than  socialism.** 

ERMIN  J.  RIDGEWAY,  formerly  editor  of  "Everybody's": 
"  *Pr<rfiibiting  Poverty*  is  a  beautiful  visimi  <Hit  of  a  beautiful 
heart  and  a  superior  mind.  I  can  see  no  flaw  in  it.  It  preserves 
the  best  features  of  both  capitalism  and  socialism.  I  have  never 
seen  a  bint  of  that  anywhere  before." 
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SCIENTISTS 

THOMAS  A.  WATSON,  associate  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

in  the  invention  of  the  telephone.  ("From  Electrons  to  God**): 
"Under  our  present  industrial  system  most  of  us  must  spend  our 
entire  Uves  in  striving  for  the  bare  necessities  of  life— quite  like 
the  lower  animals.— Human  befaigs  should  be  freed  from  this 
elemental  struggle  so  that  they  may  devote  their  energies  to  the 
work  of  solving  the  many  problems  of  the  full  life  which  are  still 
to  be  conquered. 

"This  can  be  done  by  a  comparatively  simple  diange  in  our 
industrial  system.  I  believe  that  the  National  Livelihood  Plan 
devised  by  Prestonia  Mann  Martin  and  described  in  her  booklet 
'Prohibiting  Poverty'  would  set  free  the  energies  of  mankind  for 
higher  purposes.   Everyone  should  read  and  circulate  this  bo<*.** 

DR.  W.  G.  HARRISON,  Birmingham,  Alabama:  "The  further 

we  go  into  the  complications  of  the  N.  R.  A.,  the  more  en- 
thusiastic I  become  over  your  original  proposition.  It  seems  to 
me  that  tiie  N.  L.  P.  is  better  than  the  entire  list  of  present 

government  alphabets.** 

RAWLINS  NICHOL,  M.  D.:  "A  wonderful  bookl  A  Clear, 
Safe,  Happy  book.** 

(A  PHYSICIAN):  "The  most  constructive,  humanitarian,  in- 
tdlignit  and  basically  sound  plan  in  existrace  today.  .  .  .  Most 
Americans  would  approve  it  If  they  knew  of  it** 
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LEADING  WOMEN 


MRS.  FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT,  (Telegram)  The  White 
House,  Oct.  11,  1W8:  *«Plea8e  send  me  special  ddivery  rix  copies 

of  Prohibiting  Poverty." 

MRS.  ROOSEVELT  (Speech  in  New  York,  Act.  12,  1933): 
«*Thi8  book  contains  many  chiOkogiiig  theories^  We  should  make 
it  possible  for  youth  to  meet  this  diallenge  and  do  something 
more  far-reaching  than  has  ever  been  done  before.  They  need 
catirasiasm  and  perseverence,  and  the  quality  that  sticks  to  a 
new  idea  until  one  has  thoB#i«  it  through.  Youth  must  come  to 
grips  with  something  that  is  going  to  diange  conditions  funda- 

meotaUy." 

MRS.  ROOSEVELT  (Interview  in  Jacksonville):  "The  germs 
of  ideas  in  *Prohibiting  Poverty'  are  in  some  of  the  administra- 
tion projects  today."  (To  a  visitor)  «What  attracU  me  most  in 
this  book  is  the  security  which  the  plan  offers  to  the  people. 

♦Tins  book  contains  things  that  we  should  be  thinking  about 
constantly."  ...  **I  keep  it  always  on  my  desk." 

MRS.  ANNIE  C.  BILL,  (The  Science  of  Progress):  "This  plan 
could  be  accomplished  with  surprising  ease  when  once  the  people 
realise  its  relation  to  their  welfare.  It  is  a  compassionate,  bril- 
liant and  practically  worked-out  design  for  emancipation  from 
poverty." 

JANE  ADDAMS,  Chicago:  ♦'I  am  not  quite  convinced  by  fcm 
plan  altiiough  enormously  interested  in  it.  I  wish  you  could  let 
us  have  an  address  at  Hull  House— Our  unemployed  groups  are 
sadly  in  need  of  wisdom.'* 

MRS.  FELIX  ADLER:  "There  is  inspiration  in  this  message. 
It  gives  one  an  faitense  desire  to  see  it  realiaed." 

MRS.  RAYMOND  ROBINS:  "I  think  the  plan  a  very  great 
one.   It  has  stirred  me  greatly." 

MRS.WORSHAM:"Its  implications  are  daasUng;  the  ewence 
of  sanity  and  of  democracy;  audaciously  intelligent;  ingeniously 


14 


simple.  It  puts  the  need  to  get  a  Uving  before  everytiung  else- 
which  is  where  it  belongs-before  education,  before  religion.  It 
baa  eaamraged  and  excited  me  more  than  the  work  of  any  econo- 
mlBt  or  philosopher  I  have  ever  read." 

MABEL  KELLY:  "Every  other  proposed  plan  is  a  makeshift 
and  a  patchwork.** 

MARY  E.  DREIER,  President  Women's  Trade  Union  League: 
•To  read  'Prohibiting  Poverty'  is  a  thrilling  adventure,  of  the 
mind;  it  aroused  ewsitement  and  enthusiasm  in  me.  .  .  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  carried  the  book  off  to  read  after  her  visit  here. 

LOLA  MAVERICK  LLOYD:  "1  like  tiie  idea  of  working 
hard  and  cheerfully  together  at  getting  the  world's  essentialwork 
done  whUe  we  are  young,  then  turning  to  special  chosen  jobs  for 
the  main  period  of  our  Uves.  ...  It  sounds  to  ine  like  good 
practical  sense.** 

HELEN  THAYER,  "This  plan  solves  so  many  vital  problems 
as  the  pladng  of  youtii,  tiie  crime  question  (largely  a  matter  of 
misplaced  youth),  economic  security  and  yet  at  tiie  same  time  op- 
portunity for  tiie  exercise  of  individual  initiative  and  personal 
ambition." 

DR  WINIFRED  RICHMOND  (Psychologist),  Saint  Eliaa- 
betii  Hospital,  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington  D. 
C  -In  the  Commons  we  might  bring  to  bear  all  our  knowledge 
of*  mental  development,  types  of  uitelligence,  special  aptitudes, 
abiUties,  and  so  on.  It  would  give  the  experts  a  chance  sudi  .as 
they  have  never  had,  to  guide  tiie  development  of  youth. 

AU  of  the  social  plans  I  know  about  seem  to  me  to  be  only 
pink  pills  which  can  have  practically  no  effect  upon  a  sick 
society  I  believe  ti»t  our  troubles  go  too  deep  to  be  remedied  by 
any  of  tiie  plans  so  far  proposed-unless  indeed  it  be  yours. 
As  a  psychologist  accustomed  to  studying  the  devaopment  of 
penonaUty,  I  also  realize  that  human  nature  is  after  aU  very  plas- 
tic and  that,  barring  a  few  fundamental  tendencies,  it  can  be 
Uught  and  trained  in  afanost  any  direction." 


If 


HELEN  OGDEN  PURVIS,  Kennebunkport,  Maine:  "I  wn 

talking  about  tliis  original  plan  to  aU  my  friendg— I  hope  It 
can  reach  Washington.  The  greater  the  publicity  it  gets,  the 
better  for  all  of  vs.** 

MRS.  BANCROFT  DAVIS,  Washington,  D.  C:  "I  have  just 
finished  reading  'Boy  and  Girl'  Tramps  in  the  United  States',  by 
Minihan.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  N.  L.  P.  would  solve  that 
situation  better  than  any  plan  I  have  heard  of.** 

MARJORIB  TRUE  GREGG,  New  Hampshire,  "A  brilliant, 
momentous  and  amazing  book,  so  ringing  dear,  so  besntifvUy 
shnple  and  direct,  so  moral,  may  I  say,  that  when  I  laid  it  down 
I  very  literaUy  thanked  God  for  it.  Light  at  last!  help  and 
leading  at  last!  A  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness  *prepare  ye 
the  way  of  the  Lord'  ...  The  gorgeous  thing  about  the  book 
is  that  the  writer  writes  on  economics  as  if  it  concerned  human 
beings !" 

(IOWA  WOMAN):  "I  have  no  words  to  express  my  feelings 
•bout  this  book.  It  is  stupendous,  yet  so  simple,  so  full  and  yet  so 
clear.  I  thank  the  Lord  that  it  came  from  the  brain  of  a 
woman.** 

(NEW  YORK  WOMAN):  "The  book  shows  such  quaUties  of 
compassion,  understanding  and  sympathy— such  enthusiasm  and 
humanity.  When  I  read  it  a  lump  stayed  steadily  in  my  throat.** 

ANNERIKA  PRIES,  Coral  Gables,  FUi.,  Swedish  lecturer, 
translater  of  the  works  of  EUen  Key:  "  Trohiblttng  Poverty'  pre- 
sents the  very  best  plan  ever  proposed  as  far  as  I  know,  for 
aboUsMng  poverty  and  non-empk^yment.    I  cannot  say  enough 

in  praise  of  this  plan. 

DOROTHY  CANFIELD  FISHER  (letter  to  a  friend) :  "I've 
read  a  good  deal,  of  course,  .  .  .  who  has  not!  .  .  .  about  Mrs. 

Martin's  National  Livelihood  Plan,  my  imaginatkm  was  quite 
struck  by  its  bold  and  original  character.** 
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BANKERS  AND  BUSINESS  MEN 


GEORGE  FOSTER  PEABODY:  **I  am  enthusiastic  and 

warmly  responsive  to  this  brilliant  analysis  of  our  present  status. 
The  chapter  'To  Feminists'  stirred  me  greatly.  The  book  is  re- 
f reshin^y  keen,  direct  and  forcible.  As  a  retired  banker  1 
particularly  respond  to  the  chapter  on  Bankers.  Your  ittilisatiim 
of  Henry  Ford's  extraordinary  mentality  is  unique." 

T.  M.  GRONEN,  Los  Angeles:  "This  plan  occupies  my 
thoughts  almost  continuously.    I  am  oimvineed  that  it  brings  a 

lm^^<lelayed  answer  to  our  basic  problems." 

HENRY  I.  HARRIMAN,  President  United  States  Chamber 
of  Commerce:  **I  cannot  refrain  trom  writii^  you  a  word  of  con- 

gratulation  upon  your  enunciation  of  a  new  economic  thought. 
You  have  written  a  book  which  makes  people  think — a  rare  and 
unusual  thmg  in  these  days.'* 

MORRIS  MENDELSON,  Yokohoma,  Japan:  "Up  to  now  I 
never  have  admitted  that  a  compromise  between  socialism  and 
capitalism  was  possible.  ...  but  here  suddenly  and  all  too 
modestly  and  diffidently  comes  forfh  a  plan  which,  to  my  mind, 
should  shake  the  world.  I  envy  the  writer  as  I  have  envied  no 
<MB»  in  a  long  time.  To  have  eonoeived  and  f<Nrmnlated  sudi  a 
plan  is,  I  think,  an  achievement  of  the  first  magnitude.  And 
how  unpretentiously  it  has  been  done,  and  with  what  a  grand 
sense  of  humor  1" 

NORTH  McLEAN,  New  York:  "The  N.  L.  P.  would  do  aU  that 

the  President's  security  bill  might  do  and  much  more — ^without 
added  taxes." 

GEORGE  FRENCH:  ("The  Nestor  of  Advertising  Men")  in  a 
letter  to  a  friend:  "Mrs.  Martin  is  only  a  jump  or  two  bddnd 

Mr.  Roosevelt  and  basically  she  is  ahead  of  him.  Her  motive 
must  first  germinate  in  many  good  minds.  The  merit  of  her 
book  is  that  she  goes  for  her  objective  at  once,  and  malces  her 

points  clear  and  expressive.  'Here  is  my  plan'  she  says,  'and  it 
is  good.'    She  makes  a  map  and  insists  that  it  be  given  atten- 
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tion.  The  velvet  hand  of  the  female  is  in  evidence.  Dear  Mrs. 
Martin,  we  men  are  for  you  and  yonr  plan.  You  do  not  plead 
your  sex,  but  it  pleads  for  you  in  spite  of  your  stahvartness  and 
your  serene  courage.   You  have  a  good  plan  and  a  brave  heart. 

You  have  the  grit  to  unfurl  yonr  gonfalon  as  a  rallying 
pomt,  let  who  will  agree  or  disagree.  Here,  by  God»8  rood  yon 
plant  your  banner  and  call  for  recruits.  You  have  vision.  Let 
m  who  think  likewise,  see  what  Is  in  oor  storehouse  to  be  utilised 
for  and  with  this  ardent  spirit.** 

CHAS«  B.  DURYEA  (AutomobUe  Inventor) :  "Your  job  is  just 
begun.  Altho  your  book  Is  better  than  Plato^s  Republic  it  remaias 
just  a  book.  You  must  act.  Get  a  workable  plan  before  the 
world.   Start  with  food  and  a  two  year  job  to  earn  it.   Do  this 

and  millions  wiU  caU  you  'blessed'  This  is  a  wonder  book. 

The  only  one  that  tells  us  how  to  get  from  here  to  there." 

(BUSINESS  MAN  of  Wyoming) :  "As  a  beginning.  President 
Roosevelt  might  recommend  to  Congress  the  necessary  laws  to 
put  the  N.  L.  P.  to  force,  on  aU  of  tiie  /«dMMi  JJ#mw*iaiw  of  th4 

V.  8," 

LOUIS  H.  SCHREIBER,  Chicago,  (letter  to  a  friend):  "With 
a  proper  handltog  of  the  situation  as  one  would  handle  an  army 
or  the  Boy  Scout  movement  the  period  of  service  could  be  made 
most  interesting.  Youth  loves  regimentation  and  team  work- 
Think  of  the  activities  going  on  in  the  Commons.  Eiglit  hours 
Of  work  and  the  other  hours  filled  with  plenty  to  do  artistic  and 
educational  with  plenty  of  sport  and  plenty  of  wholesome  enter- 
tainment. I  think  the  youth  of  the  nation  would  fight  to  get  into 
an  organisation  of  that  kind.  And  think  of  the  reward !  freedom 
from  care  and  anxiety  about  one's  livtog  for  the  rest  of  one's  Ufe 
with  leisure  to  develop  in  one's  own  way  and  to  follow  one's  per- 
smial  ambition  1" 

(BUSINESS  MAN):  "I  cannot  see  how  anyone,  rich  or  poor 
can  object  to  this  plan.' 

(A  CALIFORNIAN):  "The  most  important  message  touching 
eeonomk  conditions  that  the  world  has  ever  received— It  assumes 


the  status  of  a  divine  message.  No  one  can  say  when  it  will  be 
adopted,  but  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  and  the  world  will  wonder 
then  how  they  got  along  without  iV* 

I 

(NEW  YORK  Business  Man) :  "I  think  your  idea  is  going  to 
save  the  country.  The  people  are  ripe  for  this  change.  The  book 
is  worth  its  wel|^  in  gold.  I  would  not  change  a  word  in  ttiat 
little  book.  It  goes  to  the  heart  of  our  troubles  and  will  correct 
them.  The  country  will  one  day  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed." 

(A  NEW  YORK  Business  Man) :  "You  have  evolved  the  germ 
of  an  klea  tiiat  will  sweep  (the  country  in  time— plus  much  work 
and  money. — I  expect  to  volunteer  my  share  of  eadcu" 

THEODORE  MARBURG,  Baltimore,  (letter  to  a  friend): 
**What  is  demanded  of  youth  to  Mrs.  Martin's  plan  is  identical 
with  that  which  was  demanded  of  young  men,  ridi  or  poor,  under 
the  3  year  compulsory  military  service  except  that  the  service  is 
longer.  But  it  promises  a  livelihood  free  for  life  after  26,  which 
the  irksome  military  service  did  not  do.  ...  I  am  eonvtooed 
of  the  need  of  forming  good  habits  early,  since  what  we  do  is 
largely  the  result  of  habit.  To  form  the  habit  of  work  early,  to 
have  young  people  come  toto  touch  with  production  and  see  reali- 
ties, to  learn  that  work  (I  do  not  mean  drudgery)  is  a  blesstog— 

will  be  calculated  to  set  their  faces  in  the  right  direction  

In  time,  organisation  should  result  in  limiting  the  actual  period 
of  work  called  for  to  a  degree  whidi  we  cannot  quite  forsee. 
Dynamic  elements  of  this  nature  have  surprising  possibilities 
buried  within  them.  I  do  believe  that  if  this  plan  could  be  in- 
augurated it  would,  work.  .  .  .  You  can  hardly  expect  the  writer 
or  one  single  individual  to  solve  aU  the  knotty  problems  present- 
ed by  her  plan.  It  would  have  to  be  subjected  to  study  by 
groups  from  various  fields  of  industry  and  various  walks  of  life 
before  liiat  can  be  done." 

A.  A.  BEAUCHAMP  (Publisher):  "Our  electorate  wiU  yet 
see  the  rdation  of  this  plan  to  human  life  and  then  nothing  can 

stop  or  hinder  its  adoption." 
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ARTISTS 


BRENDA  PUTNAM  (Sculptress):  "A  wonderful  book!  I 
want  it  to  be  broadcast.  I  want  everybody  to  read  it.  I  have 
dreamt  of  it  for  two  nights.  I  can't  keep  my  mind  on  anything 
else.  I  wish  I  could  put  it  in  the  hands  of  eyerycmc  in  the  eoan- 
try." 

(A  MUSICIAN):  "This  UtUe  book  is  as  togical,  as  nobly  fine 

and  clean  as  a  Beethoven  sonata.' 

BDWIN  MARKHAM:  "Fagnani's  letter  shows  how  a  disting- 
uished man  can  blase  into  noble  words  over  a  Tohmie  of 
social  vision.  You  attack  the  problem  from  the  ground  of  the 
simple  human  necessities.  I  have  been  greatly  impressed  by  the 
rare  ctnnmfm  sense  of  your  sodal  i^ilosophy." 

A.  FICKE  (Poet):  "All  sane  and  kind  people  must  agree  with 
this  proposition.  The  difficulties  of  putting  the  Plan  into  ef- 
fect are  no  reason  why  the  human  race  should  turn  its  bade  <m 
such  projects.  Man  has  accomplished  harder  things  than  that, 
and  'he  dare  not  stoop  to  less.' " 

JEAN  JACQUES  PFISTER  (Painter):  "This  is  the  greatest 
book  ever  written,  excepting  two,  viz.  Mary  Baker  Eddy's,  and 
the  Bible.** 
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REVIEWS 


THE  HIBBEB.T  JOURNAL,  Oxford,  England:  "Mrs.  Mar- 
tin offers  us  Vbt  best  of  both  worlds,  wkle  scope  for  individual 
initiative,  experiment  and  hasard,  against  a  background  of  econ- 
omic security.   Herein  lies  the  peculiar  charm  of  her  plan." 

BOOKSHOP  ROUND  TABLE:  "This  smaU  book  holds  within 

its  covers  enough  dynamite  to  wreck  our  sorry  social  order  and 
enough  ctmstructive  idedUsm  to  build  a  new  Jerusalem.'^ 

ROB  WAGNER'S  SCRIPT  (California):  "Economists  take 
warning.  Mrs.  Martin  may  surprise  you.  There  is  an  old  say- 
ing that  the  world  keqps  on  maintaining  that  a  thing  can't  be 
done  when  along  comes  some  fool  who,  before  he  finds  out  lliat  it 

can't  be  done,  goes  ahead  and  does  it." 

ROGER  SHAW  in  "The  Review  of  Reviews'*  t  "Prestonia  Mann 

Martin  has  devised  what  many  believe  to  be  the  most  ingenious 
sdieme  of  our  depressive  era." 

CLEVELAND  NEWS  (Interviewer):  "This  white-haired  wo- 
man's resoluteness  may  one  day  create  a  new  commonwealth.'* 

PAUL  B.  CURTIS  (Novelist) :  "This  book  had  for  me  on  first 
reading  that  sterling,  scientific  ring  which  is  found  in  Darwin  and 
in  Man^  with  none  of  their  verbosity.  The  steely  clarity  of  its 
stj^e  borders  on  the  poetic  Tlie  case  it  presents  seems  irrefut- 
able.. So  original  a  contribution  to  human  welfare  deserves 
world  credit  and  recognition.  I  believe  that  this  little  work  will 
<me  day  l>e  revered  as  one  of  oar  great  social  docunmts  on  a  par 
with  the  Dedaratifm  of  Independence.** 

HOWARD  VINCENT  O'BRIEN,  in  Chicago  DaUif  News: 
"The  sdieme  is  attractive;  who  wouldn't  labor  8  years  willini^ 
in  exchange  for  a  lifetime  free  from  care?  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  plan  would  not  work.  Twelve  million  young 
people  working  together  and  using  the  latest  machfaiery  could 
undoubtedly  produce  a  necessary  subsistoMM  for  ten  times  tiieir 
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number.  Furthermore  they  would  probably  enjoy  their  work. 
Certainly  a  yaath  of  18  would  prefer  8  years  work  with  a  guaran- 
ty  of  a  free  future  to  4  years  with  books  and  the  assurance  of 

perpetual  insecurity. 

Hie  plan  is  so  neat,  so  absurdly  simi^  that  one  feels  like  as- 
serting, offhand  that  nothing  like  it  will  be  tried  in  a  world  that 

always  prefers  complexity  in  the  solution  of  its  difficulties.  And 
yet — what  is  the  C.  C  C  but  a  step  in  this  direction?  And  the 
G.  C.  C.  seems  on  the  whole  to  be  the  most  successful  of  flbtt 
Roosevelt  ventures.  .  .  .  Someday  Mrs.  Martin  may  have  a 
monument.'' 

(ALABAMA  JOURNALIST) :  "I  have  long  been  a  student  of 
economics  and  think  your  plan  the  most  profound  social  idea  since 
Marx.  It  is  our  nation's  only  salvaticm.  For  biological  advance 
man  needs  work  and  struggle,  yet  for  complete  8df*realisati«m 

he  needs  freedom,  leisure  and  security.  This  magnificent  plan 
gives  scope  for  both  of  these  needs." 


as 


PUBLIC  OFFICIALS 


SENATOR  ARTHUR  CAPPER,  of  Kansas:  "  Trohibiting 
Poverty'  contains  one  of  the  most  constructive  discussion  of 
our  econcMnic  problems  that  has  ccHne  to  mj  attention*  I  think 
tiwt  llie  fdan  outlined  In  ^ig  remarkaUe  bode  is  worthy  of  most 
serious  attention  by  those  also  who  are  shaping  the  policies  of 
the  nation  at  this  time.  This  remarkable  volume  cannot  fail  to 
mate  an  igq^ressicm  npon  anyone  iHio  wU  spend  an  hour  or 
two  going  through  its  pages.^ 

HON.  EDWARD  C.  MORAN»  JR.,  Representative  from 
Mainet    'ProUbiting  Poverty"  is  the  most  tiMmglit-eompelling 

book  I  have  read  for  years,  I  intend  to  help  to  see  to  it  that 
this  plan  receives  the  intelligent  and  respectful  consideration 
wbidi  it  richly  merits." 

(MEMBER  OF  FLORIDA  LEGISLATURE):  "The  plan  is 
sound  and  would  work.  By  1937,  first  year  of  Roosevelt's  second 
term  Congress  itodd  omet  ^  estnWidmiciit  of  the  Cmnmons.*' 

(A  POLITICIAN):  "I  am  persuaded  that  this  Plan  will  be 
adopted  by  Congress  in  the  near  future.  God  Almigl^  will  not 
allow  anyttiing  to  destroy  tiie  germ  of  soeh  an  idea.** 


at 


LAWYERS 


THOMAS  GARRETT,  JR.,  New  York:  "An  admirable  bit  of 
constructive  thinking.  I  take  it  more  seriously  than  any- 
thing of  this  natofe  tliat  I  have  read.  I  have  bought  hundreds 
of  eopies.** 

C.  F.  DEJLBRIDGfi,  Detroit,  Mich.:  ''Wonderful  food  for 
&ou|^  to  he^  formulate  our  ideas  In  this  diaotie  period.'^ 

MRS,  CAREY  J.  ELLIS,  RayviUe,  La.:  "Judge  Ellis  and  I 
have  taU^  the  plan  on  highways  and  l^ajrs  and  liaTe  yet  to 
find  a  dissenting  vote.^ 

PARKS  M.  LOW,  WUmington,  N.  C:  "In  1776  our  country 
tiirew  off  tte  yoke  of  royalty;  in  1865  the  blacks  were  freed 
from  slavery;  the  third  and  greatest  emancipation  will  come  I 
hope,  through  Trohibiting  Poverty.' " 

CHARLES  F.  WRIGHT,  San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif.:  "The  simp- 
lest and  best  plan  yet  presented.  Everyone  who  approves  should 
forward  a  strong  letter  of  endorsement  to  the  president  and  to 
their  emgressmen  and  smators." 

WM.  JOHNS,  Rochester,  N.  Y.:  "This  book  has  brought  the 
first  ray  of  light  I  have  se^  in  some  time." 

MORRIS  WOLFF,  New  York:  "It  is  difficult  to  induce  people 
to  read  the  book,  but  once  it  is  read  they  all  become  devotees- 
A  friend  of  mine  poob-poohed  the  idea  but  after  he  had  read  it 
he  became  so  enthusiastic  that  he  asked  me  to  get  him  25  copies.'' 

^  GUY  MALLON,  Chicago,  "^oday,  alone  m  my  office  I  have 
read  ^Prohibtting  Porerty'  wittiottt  interruption  and  with  growing 

excitement.  To  you  is  due  the  honor  of  giving  an  idea  birth. 
Ideas  cannot  be  killed,  but  will  prevail.** 


TEACHERS 


ELLEN  QUINN,  Fairhope,  Alabama:  ^e  plan  deverly  and 

logically  combines  the  best  elements  of  the  capitalist,  the  com- 
munist, the  socialist  and  the  technocrat  programs.    I  have  not 
'  beard  a  single  justifiaUe  criticism." 

VIRGINIA  MOORE,  Tallahassee,  Fla.:  "I  think  this  writer 
was  insi^red.    Many  are  saying  that  the  book  teadies  a  new 

gospel.** 

NANCY  MILLER,  Denver,  CoL:  "Our  schools  are  criticised 
but  an  itmt  alls  them  is  tiiat  tiiey  have  not  eartended  liie  currlc* 

ulum  to  its  logical  conclusion,  which  is  the  making  of  a  living." 

A.  S.  HASTNGS,  Monterey,  Cal.:  *%very  intelligent  political- 
economist  should  back  your  plan,  for  it  is  based  on  the  best  ex- 
perience of  the  race  from  the  Orient  to  Greece,  and  then  on  to 
Araerlea.'* 

LESTER  E.  BERND,  Chicago:  "This  book  represents  the  first 
constructive  effort  along  these  lines  made  by  a  wpman.  It  is  the 
first  original  and  practical  plan  worked  mit  by  the  f^ndnine  mind 

and  springs  from  a  combination  of  womanly  sympathy  and  broad 
social  outlook.  And  it  is  worked  out  with  an  ardor  which  com- 
mands attentim." 

A.  S.  HANCOCK,  Trenton,  N.  J.:  "Reading  it  is  a  most  excit- 
ing experience.  It  describes  a  social  organisaticm  mdiidi  would  ap- 
peid  to  the  American  pwplt  if  they  knew  of  it** 

B.  F.  DOSTAL,  University  of  Florida:  "This  book  has  rein- 
spired  me  at  a  most  depressing  period.  A  wimderful  ocmtributim 
to  economic  tiiought. 

FRA^K  BOHN  (Lecturer):  This  book  tackles  the  big  prob- 
Um.  It  proposes  to  furnish  the  neeessaries  of  Ufe  in  return  for 

hoiicct  labor.  It  would  say  to  millions  of  youngsters  just  out 
of  High  School — 'We've  got  a  real  job  for  you.' " 

2S 


(A  TEACHER) :  "No  person  or  group  of  persons  has  any- 
thing to  lose  by  this  plan  and  all  have  a  great  deal  to  gain  by  it.** 

(A  LIBRARIAN):  "This  book  is  the  grandchild  of  Bellamy's 
'Looking  Backward.'  The  Bellamy  societies  should  be  interested 
in  prmnoting  this  plan." 

(A  FLORIDA  TEACHER):  "It  will  succeed  where  Looking 
Backward  failed  because  it  is  more  definite,  precise  and  practical. 
It  is  really  an  archilect's  Blue  Print.** 

(A  UNIVERSITY  TEACHER):  "At  this  time  of  year  I 
feel  most  keenly  the  need  for  the  N.  L.  P.  We  have  about  1000 
graduates.  What  d^ulce  have  these  youi^  people  in  our  present 
social  order?** 

(A  HIGH  SCHOOL  TEACHER):  "Boys  and  girls  in  my 
classes  were  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  plan.  Tliey  be- 
came very  enthusiastic  and  said  they  would  be  most  happy  to  live 
under  such  a  system." 
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ENGINEERS 


PROF.  MILES  WALKER,  Manchester  College,  Manchester, 

Eng.:  "I  am  sure  that  it  is  the  right  thing  to  get  the  young 
people  to  do  the  work  necessary  to  life — Your  scheme  makes  as 
little  disturbaaoes  as  possible  in  the  world  as  we  find  it  today— 
4md  it  allows  for  individnalistic  effort.** 

HENRY  P.  MACOMBER,  Wcllesley  Hills,  Mass.:  .  .  .  "An 
astounding  Uttle  book.  I  am  for  it  body  and  souL  What  can  I 
do  to  help?" 

L.  MACOMBER,  Evanston,  111.:  "From  an  engineering  stand- 
pohit  I  see  no  reason  why  this  idan  eaimot  be  put  into  opera- 
tion. It  is  marvelous.  I  pray  that  some  day  it  will  be  taken  up 
by  some  strong  new  political  party  and  adopted  by  the  American 
peo|^" 

(AN  ENGINEER) :  "At  first  1  disapproved  of  retaining  capi- 
talism, but  these  objections  disappeared  and  as  I  began  to  catch 
ywkT  vlsimi,  I  became  enthusiastic." 
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JOURNALISTS 


EARL  B.  SMITH,  Arroyo  Grande,  Calit:  ''Aft  to  intelligence 
and  literary  featuures,  ^Prohibiting  Poverty'  equals  Plato^s  Re- 
public and  as  to  practicality  it  is  superior.  The  voice  of  a  wo- 
man with  a  plan  has  been  heard.  Thift  book  haft  staggered  my 
imaginatioii." 

GORDON  G.  IVES,  Berkeley,  Calif.:  "I  think  every  Christian 
Scientist  should  get  belund  tlkift  movement.  They  are  apt  to  be 
indifferent  about  matters  that  affect  the  welfare  of  the  petqple. 
My  opinion  is  that  Mrs.  Eddy  would  not  have  left  this  undone.'' 

CLARBNCE  H.  LE£,  Calif.:  ''If  this  book  bad  the  circula- 
tion which  it  deserves  there  would  be  a  reformatio  of  conditicms 

in  this  country." 

ELMER  DAVIS»  Omn.:  '^There  are  undoubtedly  more  womoi 

than  men  who  see  through  shams  and  live  among  realities.  Pos- 
sibly there  are  enough  of  them  to  pull  us  through.  This  plan  is 
sound  and  prohoMy  the  Imman  raee  will  eaam  to  it  srane  day." 

HERBERT  BRUCE  BROUGHAM,  (The  Washington  Post): 
"A  great  book.  It  belongs  in  the  line  of  the  great  Utopias.  There 
is  pandb  hi  every  paragraph— almost  iu  every  line." 

(A  JOURNALIST):  "I  believe  this  plan  is  a  gospel  of  salva- 
tion  from  universal  anxiety.  Tlie  billions  of  money  which  the 
governmrat  is  lavishing  cm  temporary  rdief  n^fat  lauoidi  the 
Commons  as  a  going  concern." 
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VARIOUS 

LAWSON  PURDY,  Sec.  Charity  Organisation  Society,  N.  Y.: 
"Your  idea  is  one  of  the  most  ingenious  I  ever  heard.  Maybe  if 
we  get  started  on  this  line  your  idea  ought  be  an  entering  wedge. 
Who  knows !  I  see  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  U.  S.  doing  any- 
thing other  than  what  it  is  doii^;,  namely,  taking  large  sums  of 
money  from  (me  group  of  persms  and  giving  it  to  another  groi^ 
of  persons.  Some  people  like  this  and  see  hope  in  it.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  persras." 

(FROM  A  BOY  OF  16):  "Gee,  this  is  great.    I  want  to  get 

mk  m^^mtm^  1>>  haniist  Mite  W  m  m  wme  last 
summer  when  I  woiAed  on  a  farm  from  smsrtee  te  mmimm  far 

board  and  keep.  I'd  give  anytliing  to  be  a  Commoner  right 
now  and  feel  that  I  was  earning  my  way  so  I  maulia't  ha  a 
burden  om  Dad  any  l<»^r  and  at  ^  same  time  be  sarvtag  my 

country.  I  am  going  to  take  the  book  to  the  Horace  Mann 
School  to  see  what  the  other  fellows  think." 

P.  R.  WHITMAN,  Washington,  D.  C:  "I  have  read  and  re- 
read and  studied  Soddy,  but  you  have  stated  liis  ccmclusions,  so 
that  any<me  atn  understand  him.  Moreover,  you  have  tcOiomtd 
through  to  the  end,  which  even  so  brilliant  a  mind  as  Soddy  did 
not  do.  You  have  liit  upon  the  idea  that  our  real  storehouse  of 
wealth  lies  in  the  energy  of  tliose  who  eorae  after  im.  All  tUs 
you  clearly  see.  Your  aximns  are  fundamratal;  the  logic  per- 
fect." 

(FROM  A  CYNIC):  "I  am  sure  that  the  N.  L.  P.  has  struck 
down  to  fundamentals,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  plan  will  not  be 
adopted  fm  generations  to  come— 4f  itum.  life  is  a  lie  from  start 
to  finish.  Those  in  power  wuit  to  keep  it  that  way  in  order  to 
cash  in  on  human  misery." 

OSCAR  PYMS,  Philadelphia:  "This  Plan  goes  further  than  the 
improvement  of  the  economic  status  of  mankind — ^it  would  mark 
the  bc^;inning  of  a  new  spiritual  evolutioii." 
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(A  CITIZEN  OF  MONTANA):  "I  would  like  to  see  this  little 
volume  in  every  hcHue  in  America,  lyinjp  Just  atop  of  the  Bible." 

(A  CHICAGO  SOCIALIST):  "Having  been  an  ardent  social- 
ist for  20  years,  this  admirable  little  book  affects  me  as  a  sue* 
culent  green  pasture  would  affect  an  emaciated  cow.  I  believe 
that  there  are  thousands  of  men  in  these  United  States  who  if 
tbey  could  be  assured  that  their  children  would  be  beneficiaries 
of  this  plan  would  i^adly  sacrifice  their  lives  for  if 
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CONCLUSION 


The  foregoing  samples  from  Mrs.  Martin's  letter-files,  showing 
as  they  do,  such  variety,  earnestness  and  public  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  writers,  should  omvince  anyone  that  there  is  in  America 
a  considerable  body  of  serious  patriots  who  thorougiily  endorse 
the  National  Livelihood  Plan  and  who  are  striving  quietly  to 
spread  the  knowledge  of  it  in  their  own  circles. 

These  persims  are  sustained  steadily  in  the  hope  that  one  of 
these  days  whm  the  many  fantastic  money  sdiemes  now  being^ 

proposed  shall  have  disappeared,  and  when  the  various  false  rem- 
edies pree^r^^  actu^Uj^  being  experimented  with,  shall  have 
proved  thoaselves  inadeq^te  auJ  l^^^&S&^S^  thatjlien  tj^^^ 
simple,  natural  remedy  of  the  N.  L.  P.  founded  upon  human 
Work  based  upon  human  Need,  will  come  into  its  own.  They 
believe  that  a  Plan  whidi  puts  finance  iriiere  it  belongs»  (as 
an  instrument  of  speculation  to  be  ccmftned  scdely  to  play- 
ing the  great  profit  game) ;  which  would  put  an  end  to  the  ex- 
ploitation of  basic  livelihoods;  which  would  make  it  unnecessary 
to  impoverish  tax-payers  in  order  to  '^rdieve^  the  msedy  (rinoe 
there  would  be  no  needy);  which  would  not  rob  Peter  to  pay 
Paul,  nor  the  rich  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor; — a  Plan  which,  in- 
deedy  would  not  rob  anybody  but  would  bring  life  more  abund- 
ant to  all  must  finally  prevail.  Some  of  tiiese  persons  are  pray- 
ing, and  all  of  them  are  working,  that  such  a  Plan  may  one  day 
become  an  organic  part  of  our  national  ecooomics  and  our  way 
of  life. 
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